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T eens who used pot before recre-
ational marijuana became legal 
in Oregon now use even more, 

according to a recent study by a 
Eugene-based research center.

But the legalization of recreational 
pot for people older than age 21 hasn’t 
led to an increase in the overall number 
of teens using marijuana, said Julie 
Rusby, a senior research scientist at the 
Oregon Research Institute.

“The law didn’t make new kids 
decide to use. But those who are using 
decided to use more,” said Rusby, the 
lead author of the report.

Researchers collected survey data 

from 444 students in Lane, Douglas 
and Marion counties, Rusby said. Half 
of those in the study went from eighth 
to ninth grade just before marijuana 
legali zation in 2015, and the other half 
did so after it became legal. The ages 
ranged from 13 to 15.

One of the survey questions asked 
the teens how often they had used pot 
in the past 30 days. The 14 percent of 
teens who said they use pot now say 
they had used marijuana an average of 
18 days in the period, Rusby said, up a 
couple of days per month compared to 
teens before legalization.

The findings reinforce concerns about 

teens and pot use, she said, as well as 
a need for more education. Rusby said 
marijuana use by teens can cause learn-
ing problems. She urged school districts 
to consider educational campaigns for 
teens and parents.

It’s illegal under Oregon law for 
those younger than 21 to use pot, or for 
people to provide or sell them pot.

The Oregon Health Authority already 
has a campaign of billboards and videos 
aimed at preventing youth marijuana 
use, called “Stay True to You.” The $4 
million campaign started in July 2016 
in the Portland metro area and South-
ern Oregon. Last July, the health agency 
announced it would expand the cam-

By Dylan Darling

The Register-Guard
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“What we are trying to tell them is ... ‘No, not everyone is using marijuana ... .”
— JONATHAN MODIE, OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY SPOKESMAN

Pot use in teens
Study finds 

legalization 

hasn’t led to 

more young 

users, but 

some are 

using more 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
 u To read the study, visit www.ori.org.

WASHINGTON — The up-
roar over President Trump’s 
vulgar remark on immigra-
tion took a bitter turn Sunday 
as lawmakers 
attacked one 
another in un-
usually per-
sonal terms 
a n d  h o p e s 
dimmed for 
a n y  q u i c k 
deal to pro-
t e c t  y o u n g 
unauthorized 
immigrants and avert a gov-
ernment shutdown.

Trump declared that the 
Obama-era program shield-
ing those immigrants from 
deportation was “probably 
dead,” while a Republican 
senator who attended the 
Thursday meeting where the 
president addressed immigra-
tion denied that Trump had 
used the phrase “shithole” in 
describing African nations.

The senator, David Perdue 
of Georgia, said Trump “did 
not use that word,” and he 
accused another participant 
in the White House meeting, 
Sen. Richard Durbin, D-Ill., of 
a “gross misrepresentation” 
of what the president had 
said at the session.

He and another Republi-
can senator at the meeting, 

By Thomas Kaplan 

and Noah Weiland

The New York Times

Hopes dim 
for DACA 
as remark 
spurs feud
Two GOP senators now 
deny that Trump used 
a vulgar phrase during 
talks on immigration
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WASHINGTON — Across 
the military, officers and 
troops are quietly prepar-
ing for a war they hope will 
not come.

At Fort Bragg in North 
Carolina last month, a mix 
of 48 Apache gunships and 
Chinook cargo helicopters 
took off in an exercise that 
practiced moving troops and 
equipment under live artil-
lery fire to assault targets. 
Two days later, in the skies 
above Nevada, 119 soldiers 
from the Army’s 82nd Air-
borne Division parachuted 
out of C-17 military cargo 
planes under cover of dark-
ness in an exercise that simu-
lated a foreign invasion.

Next month, at Army 
posts across the United 

By Helene Cooper, 

Eric Schmitt 

and Thomas Gibbons-Neff

The New York Times

U.S. military 
preparing for 

last resort: war 
with N. Korea
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President 

Trump

WASHINGTON — In the mid-
dle of a rousing rendition of 
“We Shall Overcome” on Sun-
day morning, the Rev. William 
Lamar of the Metropolitan Afri-
can Methodist  Episcopal Church 
made a sudden change to the 
lyrics.

“OK, we are not afraid, but 
replace ‘someday’ with ‘today,’ ” 
he told the congregation.

The worshippers sang back: 
“We are not afraid today.”

On the day before Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s birthday, African-
American churchgoers gathered 
as they always do, to pray, give 
thanks and reflect on the state 
of race in America. But after a 
disheartening week and an even 
more disheartening year, black 
Americans interviewed on Sun-

day said they were struggling to 
comprehend what was happen-
ing in a country that so recently 
had a black president.

“I’ve been involved in the 
civil rights movement since my 
college days, and I’m not sure 
I’ve ever been more confused 
than I am right now,” said Ster-
ling Tucker, 94, a civil rights 
leader in Washington. “There’s 
not a lot of honesty in the coun-
try now about who we are and 
where we are.”

In interviews at churches 
in Washington, Atlanta, Kansas 
City, Mo., Miami and Brockton, 
Mass., black Americans ex-
pressed frustration and disap-
pointment about the direction of 
the country in President Trump’s 
first year in office.

They said they saw Amer-
ica slipping into an earlier, ug-
lier version of itself. And when 

Trump used crude words to de-
scribe Haiti and African countries 
in an immigration discussion, 
they said, he was voicing what 

By Sabrina Tavernise

The New York Times

Many black churchgoers see a nation backsliding
They say the direction of the country under President 
Trump is at odds with Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy

Turn to CHURCHES, Page A5

Tony Luong/The New York Times

Beatrice Wakahia is among many black churchgoers who believe 
the country is slipping back into an earlier, uglier version of itself.

INSIDE
 u Trump goes on the defensive 

and says he’s “not a racist”/A3

INSIDE
 u Renowned Northwest civil 

rights leader Eric Ward, speaking 
Sunday in Eugene, says “it is time 
for all of us to stand up” against 
anti-Semitism  and bigotry/B1
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Pot: Three of 19 shops sold 
to minors in OLCC checks

paign to all of Oregon. 
Teens are the target.

The ads serve as 
a counterpoint to the 
notion that marijuana use 
is becoming the norm, 
according to Oregon 
Health Authority spokes-
man Jonathan Modie.

“What we are trying to 
tell them is that, ‘No, not 
everyone is using mari-
juana and it’s OK to not 
use marijuana,’ ” he said. 
Pot “is legal in Oregon, 
but not for young people. 
We want young people to 
thrive and achieve what 
they want in life and, 
because their brains are 
still developing, marijuana 
use can potentially affect 
that.”

The Oregon Liquor 

Control Commission reg-
ulates recreational mari-
juana sales in the state. 
When it comes to teens 
and marijuana, the 
agency has focused on 
making sure retailers 
don’t sell pot to those 
younger than 21.

OLCC recently 
released the results of 
compliance checks at 
stores around the state, 
during which minors 
volunteering for OLCC 
attempted to buy pot. 
Three out of 19 shops in 
Eugene and Springfield 
sold to minors during 
the Dec. 20 checks.

Follow Dylan Darling 
on Twitter @DylanJDar-
ling. Email dylan.dar-
ling@registerguard.com.
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Military: Army leaders urged to get their units into shape
States, more than 1,000 
reserve soldiers will prac-
tice how to set up mobi-
lization centers that move 
military forces overseas 
in a hurry. And begin-
ning next month with the 
Winter Olympics in the 
South Korean town of Py-
eongchang, the Pentagon 
plans to send more Spe-
cial Operations troops to 
the Korean Peninsula, an 
initial step toward what 
some officials said ulti-
mately could be the forma-
tion of a Korea-based task 
force similar to the types 
that are fighting in Iraq 
and Syria. Others said the 
plan was strictly related to 
counterterrorism efforts.

The scope and timing of 
the exercises suggest a re-
newed focus on getting the 
country’s military prepared 
for what could be on the 
horizon with North Korea.

Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis and Gen. Joseph 
Dunford Jr., chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
both argue for using di-
plomacy to address Pyong-
yang’s nuclear ambitions.

A war with North Ko-
rea, Mattis said in August, 
would be “catastrophic.” 
Still, about two dozen 
current and former Pen-
tagon officials and senior 
commanders said in in-
terviews that the exercises 
largely reflected the mili-
tary’s response to orders 
from Mattis and service 
chiefs to be ready for any 
possible military action on 
the Korean Peninsula.

P r e s i d e n t  Tr u m p’s 
words have left military 
leaders and rank-and-file 
troops convinced that they 
need to accelerate their 
contingency planning.

In perhaps the most 
incendiary exchange, in a 
September speech at the 
United Nations, Trump 
vowed to “totally destroy 
North Korea” if it threat-
ened the United States, 
and derided the rogue na-
tion’s leader, Kim Jong 
Un, as “Rocket Man.” In 
response, Kim said he 
would deploy the “highest 
level of hard-line counter-
measure in history” against 
the United States, and de-
scribed Trump as a “men-
tally deranged U.S. dotard.”

Trump’s rhetoric since 
has cooled after a fresh at-
tempt at détente between 
Pyongyang and Seoul. Last 
week in The Wall Street 
Journal, Trump was quoted 
as saying, “I probably have 
a very good relationship 
with Kim Jong Un,” despite 
their mutual public insults. 
But the president said Sun-
day that the Journal had 
misquoted him, and that 
he actually had said, “I’d 
probably have” a good rela-
tionship if he wanted one.

A false alarm in Hawaii 
on Saturday that set off 
about 40 minutes of panic 
after a state emergency re-
sponse employee mistak-
enly sent out a text alert 
warning of an incoming 
ballistic missile attack un-
derscored Americans’ anx-
iety about North Korea.

A conventional mission
After 16 years of fight-

ing insurgents in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and Syria, U.S. 
commanding generals 
worry that the military 
is better prepared for go-
ing after stateless groups 
of militants than it is for 
its own conventional mis-

sion of facing down heav-
ily fortified land powers 
that have their own for-
midable militaries and air 
defenses.

The exercise at Fort 
Bragg was part of one of 
the largest air assault exer-
cises in recent years.

The practice run at 
Nellis Air Force Base in 
Nevada used double the 
number of cargo planes 
for paratroopers as was 
used in past exercises.

The Army Reserve ex-
ercise planned for next 
month will breathe new 
life into mobilization cen-
ters that largely have been 
dormant as the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan have 
wound down.

And while the mili-
tary has deployed Spe-
cial Operations reaction 
forces to previous large 
global events, such as the 
2014 World Cup in Brazil, 
those units usually num-
bered around 100 — far 
fewer than some officials 
said could be sent for the 
Olympics in South Korea. 
Others discounted that 
possibility.

A t  a  w ide - rang ing 
meeting at his headquar-
ters on Jan. 2, Gen. Tony 
Thomas, the head of the 
Special Operations Com-
mand in Tampa, Fla. , 
warned the 200 civilians 
and service members in 
the audience that more 
Special Forces personnel 
might have to shift to the 
Korea theater from the 
Middle East in May or 
June, if tensions escalate 
on the peninsula.

The general’s spokes-
man, Capt. Jason Salata, 
confirmed the account 
provided to The New York 
Times by someone in the 
audience but said Thomas 
made it clear that no deci-
sions had been made.

The Army chief of staff, 
Gen. Mark Milley, in sev-
eral recent meetings at the 
Pentagon has brought up 
two historic U.S. military 
disasters as a warning of 
where a lack of prepared-
ness can lead.

Military officials said 
Milley has cited the ill-
fated Battle of the Kas-
serine Pass during World 
War II, when unprepared 
U.S. troops were outfoxed 
and then pummeled by the 
forces of Field Marshal Er-
win Rommel of Germany. 
Milley also has recently 
mentioned Task Force 
Smith, the poorly equipped, 
understrength unit that 
was mauled by North Ko-
rean troops in 1950 during 
the Korean War.

In meeting after meet-
ing, the officials said, Mil-
ley has likened the two 
U.S. defeats to what he 
warns could happen if 
the military does not get 
ready for a possible war 
with North Korea.

He has urged senior 
Army leaders to get units 
into shape, and fretted 
about a loss of what he 
has called muscle mem-
ory: how to fight a large 
land war, including one 
in which an established 
adversary is able to bring 
sophisticated air defenses, 
tanks,  infantry,  naval 
power and even cyber-
weapons into battle.

Some officials in the 
White House have argued 
that a targeted, limited 
strike could be launched 
with minimal, if any, blow-
back against South Korea 
— a premise Mattis views 

Continued from Page A1 with skepticism, according 
to people familiar with his 
thinking.

But for Mattis,  the 
planning serves to pla-
cate Trump. Effectively, 
analysts said, it alerts the 
president to how seriously 
the Pentagon views the 
threat and protects Mattis 
from suggestions that he 
is out of step with Trump.

“The military’s job is 
to be fully ready for what-
ever contingencies might 
be on the horizon,” said 
Michèle Flournoy, a top 
Pentagon official in the 
Obama administration and 
co-founder of WestExec 
Advisors, a strategic con-
sultancy in Washington.

“Even if no decision 
on North Korea has been 
made and no order has 
been given,” Flournoy said, 
“the need to be ready for 
the contingency that is top 
of mind for the president 
and his national security 
team would motivate com-

manders to use planned 
exercise opportunities to 
enhance their preparation, 
just in case.”

Operation Panther Blade
In the case of the 82nd 

Airborne exercise in Ne-
vada last month, for in-
stance, soldiers practiced 
moving paratroopers on 
helicopters and flew ar-
tillery, fuel and ammu-
nition deep behind what 
was designated as enemy 
lines. The maneuvers were 
aimed at forcing an enemy 
to fight on different fronts 
early in combat.

Officials said maneu-
vers practiced in the exer-
cise, called Panther Blade, 
could be used anywhere, 
not just on the Korean 
Peninsula.

“Operation Panther 
Blade is about building 
global readiness,” said Lt. 
Col. Joe Buccino, a pub-
lic affairs officer with the 
82nd Airborne. “An air as-

sault and deep attack of 
this scale is very complex 
and requires dynamic syn-
chronization of assets over 
time and space.”

Another exercise, called 
Bronze Ram, is being coor-
dinated by the Joint Spe-
cial Operations Command, 
officials said, and mimics 
other training scenarios 
that mirror current events.

This year’s exercise, 
one of many that con-
centrate on threats from 
across the world, will fo-
cus extensively on under-
ground operations and 
involve working in chem-
ically contaminated envi-
ronments that might be 
present in North Korea. It 
will also home in on the 
Special Operations Com-
mand’s mission of coun-
tering weapons of mass 
destruction.

Beyond Bronze Ram, 
highly classified Special 
Operations exercises in 
the United States, includ-

ing those with scenarios 
to seize unsecured nuclear 
weapons or conduct clan-
destine paratrooper drops, 
have for several months 
reflected a possible North 
Korea contingency, mili-
tary officials said, without 
providing details, because 
of operational sensitivity.

Air Force B-1 bomb-
ers flying from Guam 
have been seen regularly 
over the Korean Peninsula 
amid the escalating ten-
sions with Pyongyang — 
running regular training 
flights with Japanese and 
South Korean fighter jets 
that often provoke North 
Korea’s ire. B-52 bombers 
based in Louisiana are 
expected to join the B-1s 
stationed on Guam this 
month, adding to the long-
range aerial firepower.

Pentagon officials said 
last week that three B-2 
bombers and their crews 
had arrived in Guam from 
their base in Missouri.
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